Interagency Wilderness Fellows Initiative

ency Collaboration 2012

WILDERNESS FELLOWS: Advancing wilderness stewardship & engaging youth in federal land management

More than one hundred million acres of designated
wilderness in the National Wilderness Preservation
System are provided with the greatest degree of conser-
vation protection in the United States. The 1964 Wilder-
ness Act, all subsequent federal wilderness legislation,
and the policies of the four federal agencies (BLM, FS,
FWS, and NPS) administering this land mandate preserv-
ing the “wilderness character” of these lands.

Collaboration among the FWS, NPS, and FS, in partnership
with American Conservation Experience, established the
Interagency Wilderness Fellows Initiative in 2012 to help
participating agencies fulfill this mandate. The Initiative
uses the strategy developed and published by an
interagency team in 2008, led by the interagency Aldo
Leopold Wilderness Research Institute. This strategy’
provides the definitions and protocols for monitoring
change in wilderness character over time.

Wilderness Fellows are undergraduate and graduate-level
students who are keenly interested in careers in federal
land management, and who will become the next
generation of federal land managers. Fellows will
produce baseline assessments of wilderness character

and enter data into an interagency database, write
wilderness character narratives for the parks addressing
the special and unique qualities of the wilderness, and
assist staff in many ways to accomplish work in the
wilderness.

Expected Outcomes

The Wilderness Fellows Initiative is vitally important for:

e Fostering an unprecedented degree of federal
interagency cooperation and coordination, resulting
in increased cost-efficiency.

e Creating opportunities for youth to be directly
engaged in federal land management.

¢ Helping managers and the agencies understand what
wilderness character is, and how it provides the
framework for understanding and evaluating the
consequences of decisions inside wilderness.

¢ Improving communication and transparency among
staff and with the public about actions taken, and not
taken, inside wilderness.

e Providing accountability for the Congressional
mandate and agency policies to preserve wilderness
character.

IKeeping it Wild: An Interagency Strategy to Monitor Trends in Wilderness Character Across the National Wilderness Preservation System 2008. USDA Forest Service,
Rocky Mountain Research Station General Technical Report RMRS-GTR-212, Fort Collins, CO.

ey

For more information about the Interagency Wilderness Fellows Initiative for 2012, contact:

Suzy Stutzman, NPS Intermountain Region Wilderness Coordinator, suzy_stutzman@nps.gov, (303) 987-6671
Nancy Roeper, USFWS National Wilderness Coordinator, nancy_roeper@fws.gov, (703) 358-2389

Peter Landres, USFS Ecologist, Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute, plandres@fs.fed.us, (406) 542-4189




SSaUIAP|IM PAYSIULIUN 4

(SM4) YMN suieuno|Al eayaim
(SMmd) YMN aunuajep

(SM4) YMN SHBIN 3S

(Sm4) ¥MN Asuas

(s4) 1000191119 Aem|as

(S4) ssausap|ipn 01s1uD9p 248ues
(SdN) dN osen3es

(SMd) YMN saxeT sypoy pay
(SM4) 4MN 333j0U34%0

(SM4) YMN J23@ Aay |euonen
(SM4) YMN uioyasoo

(SM4) YMN Aowouo

(S4) SSauJBP|IAN SUIBIUNO|A UOISSIIA|

(SM4) ¥MN o8uiy

(SdN) dN 21uedjoA uasse
(SM4) YMN ejo)

(SM4) YMN teusy

(SM4) YMN Naquiaz

(SM4) YMN [etadw

(SM4) Y¥MN nseaey

(SdN) dN suteaunojy adnjepens
(SM4) YMN dwems 1esin
(SdN) d'8dN saunq pues 1eai9
#(SdN) dN J212e9

(SMd) YMN eJelqoiN 1104
(SMd) YMN dy3ihsiod 'g°3
(SAN) dN sapejSsang

#(SdN) dN stedjen |3
+(SdN) dN Jnesouig

(SMd) ¥MN pJeyauo gesd
(SdN) NN enyeanyd

+(SM4) YMN an3esjoouiyd
(SM4) YMN e3zaimoyesseyd
(SM4) YMN xe7 aseyd
(SM4) YMN [13ssny sajeyd
(SM4) YMN e1314d ezaged
(SdN) YN ojeyng

(SMd) YMN e Jan1g
(SM4) YMN joJeydag

(SdN) NN J43119pueg

+(SdN) SN angeajessy
(SMd) YMN awnLelA esely
(SMd) YMN zissedy

suoned07 SSauJIap|IAN

‘diyspaemails ssau
-J9p|IM dA0Jdwi] 01 PIYJOM DABY SMO||D4 SSDUIIP|IAN DI9YM SDSSIUIBP|IM 3y} ||e smoys 38ed siy3 uo dew ayj ‘yeis Aousale
[eD0] puk SMO[|24 9Y3 Yy10q Ag pauses| Sulaq aJe suossa| a|qen|ep ‘d|eds adeaspue| e uo Ja1deseyd ssauLdp|IM 3ulniasald pue
punoJd uowwod 3uipuy Jo |eo3 3yl Yum sanuade 1ualayip Aq paSeuew s3sSauIap|IM SNONSIIUOD UO SUJOM dJe SMO|[94
91 JO dWOS ‘J3YIOUE SUO WOJ4 UIed| pue Jeys 0} S||ed 90UI4U0I Apjaam
ul 93edidnJed SMO||94 SSUISP|IM ZTOZ [V "OINIISU| SSSUIIP|IM S,BUBIUOIA
J0 Alissaniun ay3 yum diysiaulied ul ‘palinidad a19m SMO||94 S4SN OM1 ‘2T0T
ul 0S|y “3DV yim diysiaulied ul ‘smoj|a4 SSauJap|IM OT 40 Sululely pue Jusw
-1NJ23J4 3Y3 Pa1euUIpI00d SMH PUe SN Y3 ‘ZTOZ U] 'S9SSauJap|im 93njad 8T ¥
1B JJB1S [B20] YHM PIYJOM OYM ‘TTOZ Ul SMO||94 OT PaHNII3I SAMS YL "SMO| *
-[24 XIS pa1NJI3I SN USYm OTOZ Ul uedaq aAneLniu| SMo||94 SSaUJap|IA YL

uoneloqe||o) Jo punousyoeg

x

CL0Z-TI0Z-01I0Z uonbioq smojjaq ssautappiim



