
WILDERNESS CHARACTER NARRATIVES
Wilderness Fellows Training

Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute
Missoula, MT June 2016



Wilderness character narrative: what 
goes into it and how it is used
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Wilderness character narrative: what 
goes into it and how it is used

Relatively Standard Format:

 Overview to set the legislative and geographic scope

 About 1-2 pages on each of the five qualities

For each quality describe

 What exemplifies that quality

 What degrades that quality

 What are the likely future challenges for preserving that quality



Wilderness character narrative: what 
goes into it and how it is used

Relatively Standard Format:

 Tone should be affirmative and convey a sense of place

 Content should be factual, not too technical and not too flowery

 Incorporate intangible, symbolic, and spiritual values and meanings

 Sets the stage for planning, management, and monitoring, and 
serves as a touchstone for decisions



Wilderness character narrative: what 
goes into it and how it is used

Resources:

 Narratives by 2014 and 2015 
NPS Wilderness Fellows

 Keeping it Wild in the NPS 
(chapter 2 is all about 
narratives)
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