Wilderness

What does wilderness mean to you? Many early civilizations
felt wilderness was the unknown and the uncontrolled.

A large portion of their energy was directed at defeating wilderness in nature and controlling it
in human nature. There was too much wilderness to appreciate it. Pioneers described wilder-

ness as dark, gloomy and nightmarish. Their obsession was to clear the land and bring light into
darkness.

Attitudes about wilderness changed after the American frontier closed in 1890. For the

first time, wilderness became an asset and not a liability due to its increasing scarci-

ty. In 1964 President Lyndon Johnson signed the Wilderness Act to establish a

National Wilderness Preservation System. Wilderness was officially defined as “an

area where the earth and its community of life are untrammeled by man, where man
himself is a visitor who does not remain.”

In 1976 the majority of Chiricahua National Monument became part of the i
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system that was built in the 1930s by the Civilian Conservation Corps. The
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